Health Informatics Specialist
Statewide Associate of Applied Science Degree

The Health Informatics Specialist program prepares student s for technical support careers in the Health industry.  Students may earn a two-year Associate of Applied Science degree.  
Health Informatics is the rapidly developing scientific field that utilizes computer technology in the advancement of health care, and is one of the key  components to creating an improved, higher-quality health care system.  Health Informatics combines computer technologies, information science, clinical practice and business management, and helps coordinate the computer information systems used in hospitals and medical clinics.  Health Informatics is the link between management, computer information technologies and medicine.  It is the study of health data collection, storage and communication; data processing into health information suitable for administrative and clinical decision making; and computer and telecommunications technology applied to support these processes.

Cooperative Work Experience (CWE) is supervised real-world employment that supplements the academic classroom environment. 

PROGRAM PREREQUISITES

Prerequisites for first term classes include computer coursework or placement out of CS-120 Survey of Computing, WR-095, MTH-060 or placement in BA-131, WR-121, and MTH-065.  

This is any open program. Students may take any class in the program for which they have completed the prerequisite. 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Students who successfully complete this program will have a background in business management, information systems, computing science and health care that will qualify them for an entry-level position in IT within the health industry.

CAREERS

Health informatics graduates work in many areas including hospitals, medical research laboratories, health insurance companies, Internet companies, engineering firms, health information technology suppliers, consulting companies, etc. They work as database administrators, project managers and project designers, computer programmers, researchers, and systems analysts. Other tasks range from providing technical support for databases, designing new information systems, to procuring and decision-making on purchases. They can also be responsible for evaluating usability, enhancing information systems, ensuring data accuracy, and training other database users.
At the masters health informatics degree and PhD health informatics levels of study, students in accredited medical informatics degree programs can specialize in many areas including public health informatics, social informatics, clinical informatics, and bioinformatics just to name a few. 

With a health informatics degree, bioinformatics degree or medical informatics degree you can work as a paramagnetic, geneticist, biotitic, medical database administrator, instructor of biomedical, medical bioinformatics or health informatics, health informatics researcher, medical informatics project manager, project designer, or systems analyst. You can also work in informatics nursing.

For information contact Debra Carino, 503-594-3170 or dcarino@clackamas.edu

HEALTH INFORMATICS SPECIALIST
ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE:  1ST YEAR

FALL TERM








CREDITS
BA-131 


Introduction to Business Computing



4

CS-140


Introduction to Operating Systems 



4

CS-150


Computer Technician Orientation



3

CS-161


Computer Science I





4

MTH-050

Technical Mathematics I




3
WINTER TERM








CREDITS
CS-162


Computer Science II





4

CS-179


Networking I






3

CS-227


Computer Hardware & Repair I




4

WR-101 
Communication Skills: Occupational Writing


3-4

  or  WR-121
English Composition





 MA- 110

Medical Terminology





3
SPRING TERM








CREDITS
BA-205


Solving Communication Problems with Technology

4

CS-133VB

Visual Basic.NET I





3

CS-135DB

Microsoft Access





3

CS-240L


Linux Administration





4

HIM-110

Health Information Tech 1




4
HEALTH INFORMATICS SPECIALIST

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE:  2nd YEAR

FALL TERM








CREDITS
CS-276


Advanced SQL






4

HIM-182

Health Care Delivery Systems




3

HIM-283

Health Information Systems




4

___ ___


Health Informatics program electives



5
______


PE/Health Requirement 

(Recommended: HE-252 First Aid/CPR-3 credits)


1-3
WINTER TERM








CREDITS
BA-211


Financial Accounting I





4

CS-245


Project Management–Information Systems


4

CS-275


Database Design





3

CS-280


Computer Science/CWE





3

HIM-285

Healthcare Financing & Compliance



3
SPRING TERM








CREDITS

CS-244


Systems Analysis





4

CS-280


Computer Science/CWE





6

___ ___


Health Informatics program electives



4
___ ___


Human Relations requirement




3-4

Minimum credits required for degree






104
